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September 23,2003 

Mi Mark Sattelberg 
Semor Contarmnant Biologst 
US Fish and Wildlife Semce 
Rocky Mountan Arsenal Nabonal Wildhfe Refuge 
Buildmg 111 
Commerce City, CO 80222-1748 

Dear Mr Sattelberg 

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Enwonment has recaved your letter dated August 20, 
2003 in which you asked the department’s position concemg potentxal actwitxes being considered by 
the US Fish and Wildllfe Service (Smce) for use at the future Rocky Hats Nattonal Wildhfe Refuge 
The Department’s responses to each potenbal actmty follow 

I 
Does CDPHE foresee any restncttons qn the we  of prescrzbedfite 7 

As you know, in June 2003 CDPHE and the Enwonmental Protechon Agency approved rnodificabons 
to the Rocky Hats Cleanup Agreement, whch included substanbally rewsed contmnant soil actxon 
levels The surface sod acbon level for plutontum was established at a very comervatwe 50 p~cocmes 
per gram of sod Most surface soil plutomum contamrnabon at Rocky Rats IS dated to &me 
releases of plutomum contaminahon in the late 1960s that were related to the 903 Pad The highest 
concentrabons of plutonium contarmnabon in surface soils found to date are at the 903 Pad ~tself An 
accelerated achon at the Pad to remove tlus contammated soil IS n e m g  complebon Lower levels of 
plutomum contammahon in surface soil are present east of the 903 Pad Surface soils wth levels greater 
than 50 picocunes per gram wdl be removed in accordance with RFCA Surface sods with plutonium 
levels lower than 50 picocunes per gram WIU llkely be left 111 place 

Reviewed U-ee  The m d f i e d  RFCA includes a site map that shows an area of land that is antmpatd to be retamed by 
DOE after site closure Thls area includes the Industnal Area, the Buffer Zone retentxon ponds, ground 
water treatment systems, the two exlsbng landfills, and the area of surface plutoluum contammahon 

CDPm does not beheve that the resultmg smoke and dust from a prrune fire III the area of surface sod 
contammanon between 7 and 50 picocunes per gam would pose a human heakh nsk. Nonetheless, the 
department would Uely place restnchons on burning 111 these areas m order to nnmnize soil 
&sturbance and potahally adversely impact the plutonium surface water standard 

Cones ContrdRFP 

4 located east of the 903 Pad with contamulatlon levels above approxrmately 7 picocunes per gram 
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Current data indxate that most of the land that is antmpated to bc turned over to the Service nftex site 
clcanup IS completed has httle or no plutomum contamnabon, and CDPkW does not amcipate placing 
restnctions on prescnbed b w n g  in these m a s  Final dehneahoa of areas of the site with restrrctions, 
including thosc arcas that will bc rctained by DOE and not transferred to the Srrvice, will be deter mincd 
aitei complehon of the Comprehensive Rzsk Assessment (CRA) Thc CRA will not be completed until 
2005 at the earliest Additional soil samphng will llkely be conducted in dreas of the Buffer Zonc where 
sampling data are limited 

2 Assuming that the deer tissue results agree with the CSU data, do you foresee any restrictions 
on the use of graztng as a weed management tool9 Do you fore Tee any restrictions on the 
consumption of edible tissues from the grazing animals used for weed control at Rocky Fluts? 

Based on histoncal animal studies, the acttnide nugrahon panel results, and the low levels of residual 
contamnabon that will be present at Rocky Flats after cleanup, there is little evidence to indxate that 
grazing will present a nsk to livestock or the consumer CDPHE would not expect to place reskcbons 
on grazing except to mtllrmze surface soil disturbance in thosc arcas with rcsidual plutonium 
contarmnahon levels between approxlmately 7 and 50 picocunes per gram 

3 Do you forevee any restnctions on the plowing or ripping of these types of areas for the 
purposed or reestablishing natzve vegetation 7 

The plowing or npping of surface soils would likely be prohbited in those areas mth contmnatmn 
between approximntely 7 and 50 picocunes per gram As stated in the answer to queshon number 1 
above, RFCA anticipatcs that DOE would retam the area of the site with those levels of contarmnahon 
Any roadways that cross this m a  could be dsturbed for the purpose of revegetabon and road removal, 
provided that adequate precauQons arc taken for dust and runoff control, and that any worker sdfety 
issues are addressed 

If you have any questlons, please contact me at 303-692-3367 

Sincerely, *- teven H Gunderson 
Rocky Flats Project Coordmator 

cc Dean Rundle, FWS 
Tim Rehder, EPA 
Joe Legare, DOE 
Dave Shelton, XCH 
Admmstrabve Records, T130G 


